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A view of Java with the Jesuits

In a society where young adults are significantly less likely to be affiliated with a

religious group, both young adult students and Jesuit priests come together for a

morning of coffee, pastries, and conversation on SLU’s campus.

The event, Java with the Jesuits, has a sort of cult following. Daniel Mascarenhas, the

self-proclaimed coordinator of the event, attributes the primary success to free food. But

below the surface, Java with the Jesuits is about much more than just coffee and bagels.

Students line up to grab a bagel and choose their cream cheese

“People come to a Jesuit school and may never meet an actual Jesuit,” says

Mascarenhas. With this in mind, Java presents a unique opportunity.

It’s not fair to expect lay members of the church, especially college students, to come up

and talk with the Jesuits, Mascarenhas explains, so it’s better to meet the students

where they are, by providing an informal opportunity to intermingle.

Java with the Jesuits is an attempt to bridge the gap between the clergy and the

community by meeting students exactly where they are. Groups of college students,

seminarians, and young jesuits come together to intermingle, make friends, and

celebrate the coming of the weekend.

A Java with the Jesuits sign along West Pine

Recent Changes

That intermingling happens between what Java with the Jesuits is best known for—

coffee and bagels. Loyal fans of Java with the Jesuits have probably noticed a few

differences in the breakfast choices this year. Bagels from St. Louis Bread Company

have been replaced. This year, the bagels are from Bridge Bread, a nonprofit Lutheran

organization. Bridge Bread employs people who are experiencing homelessness and

attempts to get them back on their feet.

Besides the fact that the bagels support a good cause, the bagels are made in a more

traditional way. Bridge Bread boils the bagel dough, while Saint Louis Bread Company

makes the bagels more like bread, according to Mascarenhas.

Event Success & Growth

It’s safe to say that the event has been successful as it enters its 8th year. The event was

inspired by similar activities at Boston College and Loyola University in Chicago, but

those places do not hold events weekly.

During Mascarenhas’s time as the coordinator, he’s witnessed Java with the Jesuits

grow, both with lay people and clergy members. He attributes the growth to a larger

Instagram following as well as the popularity of their stickers around campus.

A Java with the Jesuits sticker given out at the event. It shows different depictions of famous Jesuit priests

Attend Java

The event is held every Friday from 8:30-11 AM at the Clocktower. As the temperature

drops, the event is moved inside to the Eckelkamp Center for Campus Ministry.
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